
From the Director:

If it’s seemed quiet in the land of the ABWF, it has been.  For snow sports enthusiasts, this win-
ter has disappointed for snow or even cold weather.  My ‘home’ ski mountain in Red Lodge will 
close early this year—the local ice rink and Nordic Center gave out many weeks ago.  So it may 
have been the ideal winter to just lay low.  I used the winter to replace my other worn-out knee 
with a stainless steel one.  (Note:  I did not wear out my knees doing trail work!)  Wore them 
out over the years enjoying the mountains & deserts of the west—descending high mountains, 
playing basketball, snowboarding, and backpacking with a 70 lb. pack literally crushed the life 
out of my knees and forced me for the second time to take time to heal and rehabilitate. 

What I have had is time to sit down (knee up + ice), write up, and submit a goodly number of 
grants that help the ABWF carry out its work.  While grants are hardly the only way we keep 
doing what we do, altogether they have been very significant in how we operate.  The ABWF 
has what is best described as a “diversified portfolio” of funding sources—a growing legion 
of smaller donors, our regular members, corporate donors, private foundations, and federal 
grants.  In this issue of WilderNews, we give a resounding thanks to the many people and organizations who are financial sup-
porters.

So as winter turns aside to spring, it’s with excited anticipation that I will be outside soon, challenging my new knee, and getting 
back into action in the place I love most, the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness!  I hope you’re also ready!  Look for our Guide to 
Wilderness Projects for 2016 coming out soon.

Winter 2016 Issue

Recreational Trails Program (RTP):  
Citizen Science has been the big buzzword in conservation over the past few years—i.e. recruiting 
citizens with time and Another of the Federal Grants that helps the ABWF immeasurably is 
through the Recreational Trails Program.  These funds come from the Dept. of Transportation’s 
Federal Highway Trust Fund, and represent a portion of the taxes collected on the purchase of 
motor fuel for off-highway recreation—snowmobiles, ATVs, off-highway motorcycles, etc.  The 
Recreational Trails Program channels funding to the States to develop and maintain recreational 
trails and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. 
In Montana those funds are distributed through Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks via a grant 
process.  The ABWF has managed to fund our Wilderness Internship Program with RTP funding.  
The hiring of three Interns each summer that this money affords has provided the most substantial 
results we have seen on trails.  In 2015, we received $9000 from RTP.

Artists-in Residence Event

Once again, as a way to call attention to the transcendent value & beauty of this special place, we are seeking applicants for our 
second round of the Artists-in-Residence Program!  If you would like to spend time in solitude, living simply at the fringes 
of Wilderness in a Forest Service cabin, practicing your particular art, please consider applying.  More details on our website, 
under the ‘Projects & Programs’ tab.  Deadline for applications are April 30th.  Three artists will be chosen in 2016.

Coming Soon
late April—Two of our artists from last summer—Bianca Klein and Bernie Quetchenbach will be presenting their work and 
promoting the A-B Wilderness for the ABWF. Keep an eye out for details. 

Camp Cooks Needed!  

Camp Cooks Needed!  Last summer we successfully added ‘Camp Cook’ to our list of volunteer 
opportunities and had tastier meals as a result!  Camp Cook is a crucial position that makes the 
whole work project go much smoother!  If you are interested in volunteering and would rather 
cook and serve meals rather than swing a Pulaski, consider signing up as one of our camp 
cooks.  We have 4-5 opportunities this summer for you to serve up your backcountry culinary 
skills.  (Don’t worry, you’ll have help!)  See our website under ‘Projects and Programs’ and find 
a date that works.

ABWF Intern, KJ, working the 
Lake Abundance Trail

Kathy rocked it as camp cook!  

Save the Date
Pint Night at Red Lodge Ale’s-March 10

Pint Night at Katabatic Brewery in Livingston-April 7

Proceeds from beers sold benefit ABWF!

From the Director:

Sometimes I get asked what I do in the winter for the A-B Wilderness Foundation.  “Lots”, I say, be-
cause it IS a busy time of year though there may not be the trail projects happening as they do in sum-
mer.  There are grants to write and report on, fundraising and events to plan, and of course summer 
projects to nail down.  This issue of WilderNews is dedicated to winter—behind the scenes during the 
quietest time of year.  It’s a favorite season for me when animal tracks and ice sculptings ornament the 
landscape and the solitude attunes my senses more acutely onto what’s before me.  I love snowshoeing 
off-trail, over pillows of untouched snow, through aspen stands and along streams where snowshoes 
really show off their flotation abilities.  Get out and experience the wilderness in winter.  Wherever 
you live, there’s a portal to skiing or snowshoeing in your Forest or Wilderness.  Below are some venues 
we certainly recommend!

Lake Fork Trail (Red Lodge Area) From Red Lodge, drive south on Hwy 212, has a 3K  loop option.  More experienced ski-
ers may choose to ski up the road to the Lake Fork Trail into the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. The trail runs along Rock 
Creek. About 2 miles above the trailhead is Silver Falls seen from the trail, on your left.  Hardy skiers can ski to Lost Lake, 5 
miles in. This trail system has no snowmobile access, so it is very quiet! It is not for beginners.

Bear Creek Trail (Gardiner Area)From Gardiner travel towards Jardine. This route consists of the Bear Creek Road from 
the parking area on TVX Mine property to the Bear Creek Trailhead near the wilderness boundary. The entire length is 
groomed after the road is closed to cars, trucks and ATVs in early winter. Snowmobile riders are asked to avoid the set ski 
tracks. This trail is relatively easy for beginners and those looking for a flat workout with views of surrounding mountains.

Wicked Creek trail (Emigrant area) leaves opposite of the Snowbank trailhead and switches back along an old roadbed.  
This trail is closed to motorized traffic and is excellent for snowshoeing or cross-country skiing.  Passing through sec-
ond-growth forest, eventually the views open up and one can see Mount Cowan, Pyramid Peak, Crow Mountain and the 
Absaroka-Beartooth beyond.   The roadbed hits the ridge after about 6 miles and continues on around the summer ATV 
trail, so you could make this trip as long or short as you wish.    If snow conditions allow, adventurous souls can make turns 
down from the ridge through the old logging units, making the trip back to the car just a little bit faster!    

Winter 2015 Issue

Calling all Artists!
Wilderness has always inspired some of the most amazing art.  Some of the earliest and best advocates for Wilderness and 
Parks were artists like Thomas Moran or Ansel Adams who were called upon to paint, photograph, compose, and write about 
our wild lands in the largely unknown West.  Their work stirred public interest and prompted others to preserve these lands 
for posterity.
 In order to promote an even keener appreciation of the A-B, the ABWF is launching an Artist-in-Residence pro-
gram in 2015.  If you are an artist and would be excited for an opportunity to spend a rustic week in the A-B Wilderness 
working on your craft, consider applying for a spot.  We will host 2-3 artists this summer in Forest Service cabins across the 
A-B—at Meyers Creek (Beartooth District), Box Canyon (Yellowstone District), or the Cooke City cabin (Gardiner Dis-
trict).  Our goal is to house you in the Wilderness and allow you unencumbered time for thoughtful reflection and develop-
ment of your work.  With any luck, the solitude and beauty of the Wilderness will serve to inspire your musical compositions, 
prose, photographs or paintings.  Each artist will be expected to produce a piece of art that can be displayed or performed in 
public and donated to the ABWF. For more information, e-mail info@abwilderness.org.

P.O. Box 392
Red Lodge, MT 59068

Cell: 406-425-1944
www.abwilderness.org

Sign up for our e-newsletter:
info@abwilderness.org



Highlight: The Cinnabar Foundation  
Started in 1983 by Len and Sandy Sargent, the Cinnabar Foundation plays a unique role as “Montana’s homegrown conservation 
fund”.  Over the years they have handed out over 1000 grants totaling $5 million and have been particularly helpful getting small, 
grass-roots non-profits like the ABWF started. The Foundation got its name for the Cinnabar Basin/Mountain at the southwest 
end of the Paradise Valley where the Sargents found a place to call home, adjacent to a significant remnant of America’s pristine 
wild country.  (Cinnabar, by the way, is a scarlet to brick-red mineral of mercury sulfide (HgS), found alongside recent volcanic 
activity and is the chief source of industrial mercury & the brilliant red pigment, vermillion). The Sargents were prompted to join 
the fight against threats in the 1970’s to dam the Yellowstone River in the Paradise Valley.  Today, 
the Yellowstone remains the longest free-flowing river in America.  There is no other statewide 
fund that supports conservation across the board the way the Cinnabar Foundation does.  
To date, the ABWF has received just over $10,000 from the Cinnabar Foundation.  Thank you!

Focus on Federal Funding:  
Did you know…?  Counties in every state collect taxes on federal lands located within their county borders.  
Those taxes, by law, have to be distributed by the counties for local projects that benefit roads and trails.  Each 
county therefore sets up a Resources Advisory Committee (RAC) of everyday citizens to make decisions on 
how those funds should be distributed.  The committee invites grant proposals for projects that would spend 
those funds, and the ABWF has been successful at funding some of our trail projects with these RAC dollars.  
Over the past five years, the ABWF, in fact, has been the recipient of these funds on four occasions.

• Wicked Creek Trail Restoration (2013)
• Upper Stillwater/Horseshoe Creek Trail Improvement project (2014)
• Lake Abundance Trail Improvement (‘15 & ‘16)
• Lake Plateau Trail Project (summer 2016)

Good news! We were informed recently by the RAC committee that the ABWF is receiving funds for two new projects to be 
completed in 2016-17.  Thanks to those who serve as volunteers on the committee and make decisions 
on how these funds get spent.

• ABWF will begin replacing the attractive and informative Wilderness portal signs where they are 
needed across the A-B Wilderness.  Many are faded, vandalized, or just need updating since the Custer 

and Gallatin Forests merged.

• We are also excited to receive RAC funding to improve one of the most popular 
trails in the Absarokas, outside of Gardiner—the trail to Knox Lake, which 
needs the installation of numerous sections of turnpike (raised, bordered, & 
filled-in trail) along its first few miles where the trail is eternally muddy.  

If you would like to help on this trail project this summer, we’ll be 
spearheading the work on the Knox Lake trail, July 15-19.  Sign up 
through our website, www.abwilderness.org, and find our projects.

Sponsor Highlight: The Stillwater Mine:  
North America’s only platinum and palladium mine is located on the Custer-Gallatin National Forest southwest 
of Absarokee, MT.  My very first introduction to the Beartooths in 1996 was a flat tire I got on the road high 
above the Stillwater Mine. I walked back quite a few miles, then mercifully caught a ride down the mountain with 
a mine employee. The Stillwater Mining Company is still a generous steward of the public lands surrounding the 
mine.  Among their many contributions, they have made possible the restoration of the trail system by organi-

zations such as ABWF, the Forest Service, and the Beartooth Backcountry Horsemen.

The two main drainages of the Stillwater River were both badly burned in the great fires of 1988, altering the trails, bridges, and 
access to popular areas that have yet to be fully repaired.  Upgrading the Stillwater corridor and its access trails to the Lake Plateau 
has been a high priority for the Beartooth District for years.  The Stillwater Mine has consistently helped the ABWF fund our vol-
unteer trail projects in the Stillwater drainages, projects like the Upper Stillwater/Horseshoe Creek project in 2014.  This summer 
they will be instrumental in helping the Forest Service install a new bridge into the W. Stillwater near the Initial Creek Trailhead.  

If you also want to help on this project, just find the “Initial Creek Trail Project” on our website, www.abwilderness.org.  We 
will be camping at the campground and walking in to work each day a short distance.  Should be a fun, more moderate trail 
project, if you care to lend a hand.  Dates: July 8-11, Fri-Mon.

A turnpike 

Contributors to the ABWF in 2015:

Thanks to all who contributed to the ABWF in 2015! 
 (Our apologies if we missed anyone)

Andrew & Julianne Anderson, 
Emigrant

Anonymous, AL
Ron Archuleta, Colorado
Richard Backstrom, Emigrant
Grant & Laurie Barnard, Red Lodge
Betsy Baxter, Big Timber
Barb Beck, Red Lodge
Peter Boothroyd, Billings
Lynda Moss, Billings
Skip & Deb Bratton, Red Lodge
Keith & Susie Brighton, Red Lodge
Martha Brown & Marty Clague, Red 

Lodge
Travis Burdick/Madeleine Kornfield, 

RL
Ronald & Judith Burnam, Billings
Steve Caldwell, Livingston
Duane Claypool, Miles City
John Clayton, Red Lodge
Dick & Marian Collar, Red Lodge

George & Pat Corbe, Red Lodge
Rachel Court, Billings
Mark Cunnane, Bozeman
Paula Curtin, Big Timber
Bret De Young, Pray
Marie Degrood, St. Paul, MN
Jeff DiBenedetto, Red Lodge
Jo Ann Eder, Red Lodge
Mark Edwards, Red Lodge
Dennis & Lynn Ehresman, Red Lodge
John & Terry Eisen, Billings
Hilary Eisen, Bozeman
Debbie Erdman, Livingston
Daniel Erikson & Janet Dietrich, 

Billings
Thomas Erskine, Billings
Mary Fitzgerald, Red Lodge
Charla Floyd, Red Lodge
Bill Foisy, Red Lodge
Larry & Rue Freeman, Red Lodge
David French, Billings
Brad & Deidra Fuller, Billings
Dan Gathje, Red Lodge
Aspen Geheber, Clarkson, KY
John & Petrea Goering, Bozeman

Alan Goldin & Judith Gregory, Red 
Lodge

Beth Graham, Red Lodge
John Greene, Livingston
Edward Guza 
Walt Hajducki, Woodbury, CT
Brian & Molly Harrington, Billings
Jim & Lilian Hartung, Billings
Matt & Kelly Heaton, Red Lodge
Sylvie Himesboor, Bozeman
Barb Holliday, Livingston
Kristen Hollum, Red Lodge
Jimmy Horan, Livingston
James Howe, West Chester, PA
Robert Hughes, Livingston
Kim Huizenga, Billings
Jeff & Cristi Hunnes, Billings
Amy Hyfield, Red Lodge
Lynn Jackson, Red Lodge
Bob & Mary Johnso Red Lodge
Carolyn Jones, Billings

Patrick Joyce, Billings
Allen & Jacky Kallenbach, Estes Park, 

CO
Laurel Kallenbach & Ken Aikin, 

Boulder, CO
Bill & Maggie Karas, Red Lodge
Kris & Michael Keys, Red Lodge
Mike Kibbe, Laurel
Eleanor Kindness, MT
Walter & Eunice Kirkpatrick, Big 

Timber
Terry Knapp, Billings
Barbara Koestli, MT
Tom Kohley, Red Lodge
Jerry Ladewig, Emigrant
Bob Landis, Gardiner
Joe & Mary LeFebvre, Red Lodge
David Lehnherr, Red Lodge
Tom & Clare Lemke, Livingston
Mimi Lockman, Red Lodge
Jesse Logan, Emigrant
Richard Lyon, Bozeman
Adam & Nicola Malloy, Billings
Gordon McConnell, Billings
Clayton & Joan McCracken, Billings
Nancy McGrade, Red Lodge

John & Jill McMullen, Tomah, WI
Richard & Kathy Melville, Park City
Linus Metzler, Freidorf, Switzerland 
Monika & Hans Metzler, Freidorf, 

Switzerland
Lisa Mitchell, Joliet
Brent & Jodie Moore, Red Lodge
Chris Mullaney, Red Lodge
Deb & Steve Muth, Red Lodge
Patricia Napoli, Massapequa Park, NY
Carlene Nightingale, Billings
Richard & Gretchen Nolan, Red Lodge
Leon Odegaard, Red Lodge
David Omen, Billings
Cathie Osmun & Jack Exley, Red 

Lodge
Carolyn Ostby, Billings
Traute Parrie & Don Carroll, Red 

Lodge
Frank Pelli, Red Lodge
John Poore, Red Lodge

Lila & Rieger Poore, Red Lodge
Kris & Scott Prinzing, Billings
Bob Quam, Billings
Kurt Rabenold, Billings
Kathleen Ralph & David Grimland, 

Columbus
Beth Rasmussen, Kaneohe, HI
Mackenzie Reiss, Big Timber
Bob & Tomi Rickels, Billings
Ann Ritter, Red Lodge
Mark Robertson, Red Lodge
James Rooney, MT
Bernie Rose, Billings
Bev & Sig Ross, Billings
Paul Sandall, Bellingham, WA
Dan Seifert & Erinn Ackley, Red 

Lodge
Addison Sessions, Billings
Pete Shelley & Sheri Henderson, Red 

Lodge
Joan Sifford, Sutherlin, OR
John & Marilyn Simmons, Absarokee
Jim Smedsrud, Red Lodge
Rhett Smith, Pensacola, FL
Farwell Smith & Linda McMullen, Big 

Timber

Doug Speer, Billings
Jenny Steffenson, Columbus
Jeff Stock, Federal Way, WA
Keith Strong, Bozeman
Marge Strum, Red Lodge
Chris & Marcia Sullivan, Red Lodge
Keri & Dennis Sullivan, Portland, OR
Eric Sutphin, Worden
Marlene Tetrault, Red Lodge
Pat Thomson & Gary Allison, Brevard, 

NC
Phillip Toon, Boaz, KY
Rich Troy, Gardiner
Peter Van Horn, Missoula
Beatrice Vogel, Helena
Charles Ward, Billings
Theresa Whistler, Bridgewater, NJ
Daniel Winslow, Wichita Falls, TX
Kevin Winter, Elk Grove, CA
Clare Witcomb, Red Lodge
Nikki Yancey, Billings

Howard & Karen Young, Red Lodge
Arrow Solutions Group, Billings
Beartooth Mountain Guides, Red 

Lodge
Beartooth Powder Guides, Cooke City
Big Sky Wildlife Art, Bozeman
Crazy Creek Products Inc., Red Lodge
Cycle Greater Yellowstone, Bozeman
George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. Foundation, 

New York
Hawley Mountain Ranch, McLeod
Katabatic Brewing, Livingston
Lore Kann Foundation, Livingston
Red Lodge Hiking Club, Red Lodge
Sam’s Taproom, Red Lodge
Scanlin Law Office, Red Lodge
Sweet Grass Comm. Foundation, Big 

Timber
Sylvan Peak Enterprises, Red Lodge
The Base Camp, Billings
The Needle’s Point, Livingston
Timber Trails Outdoor Company, 

Livingston
Yellowstone Valley Brewing Company, 

Billings

Nationally, federal and corporate sources combined amount to less than 20% of all contributions made to charitable 
organizations.  The other 80% are from individual donors, like you! YOU, deserve the greatest thanks of all!

Did you know?
Geologically, the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness is a conglomeration of two mountain ranges—the Absarokas to the west of the Boulder 
River, and the Beartooths to the east.  The Absarokas run north-south, reach over 11,000 feet, and are a much younger range formed 
by the Laramide Orogeny—the mountain-building event that created the Rocky Mountains 60 million years ago. The Beartooths, by 
contrast, are far older in origin, the result of two separate mountain-building events—one dating back 250-300 million years ago; the 
other 60 million years ago.  They run in a more west to east direction and reach 12,000 feet—highest in all Montana.
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other 60 million years ago.  They run in a more west to east direction and reach 12,000 feet—highest in all Montana.



From the Director:

If it’s seemed quiet in the land of the ABWF, it has been.  For snow sports enthusiasts, this win-
ter has disappointed for snow or even cold weather.  My ‘home’ ski mountain in Red Lodge will 
close early this year—the local ice rink and Nordic Center gave out many weeks ago.  So it may 
have been the ideal winter to just lay low.  I used the winter to replace my other worn-out knee 
with a stainless steel one.  (Note:  I did not wear out my knees doing trail work!)  Wore them 
out over the years enjoying the mountains & deserts of the west—descending high mountains, 
playing basketball, snowboarding, and backpacking with a 70 lb. pack literally crushed the life 
out of my knees and forced me for the second time to take time to heal and rehabilitate. 

What I have had is time to sit down (knee up + ice), write up, and submit a goodly number of 
grants that help the ABWF carry out its work.  While grants are hardly the only way we keep 
doing what we do, altogether they have been very significant in how we operate.  The ABWF 
has what is best described as a “diversified portfolio” of funding sources—a growing legion 
of smaller donors, our regular members, corporate donors, private foundations, and federal 
grants.  In this issue of WilderNews, we give a resounding thanks to the many people and organizations who are financial sup-
porters.

So as winter turns aside to spring, it’s with excited anticipation that I will be outside soon, challenging my new knee, and getting 
back into action in the place I love most, the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness!  I hope you’re also ready!  Look for our Guide to 
Wilderness Projects for 2016 coming out soon.

Winter 2016 Issue

Recreational Trails Program (RTP):  
Citizen Science has been the big buzzword in conservation over the past few years—i.e. recruiting 
citizens with time and Another of the Federal Grants that helps the ABWF immeasurably is 
through the Recreational Trails Program.  These funds come from the Dept. of Transportation’s 
Federal Highway Trust Fund, and represent a portion of the taxes collected on the purchase of 
motor fuel for off-highway recreation—snowmobiles, ATVs, off-highway motorcycles, etc.  The 
Recreational Trails Program channels funding to the States to develop and maintain recreational 
trails and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. 
In Montana those funds are distributed through Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks via a grant 
process.  The ABWF has managed to fund our Wilderness Internship Program with RTP funding.  
The hiring of three Interns each summer that this money affords has provided the most substantial 
results we have seen on trails.  In 2015, we received $9000 from RTP.

Artists-in Residence Event

Once again, as a way to call attention to the transcendent value & beauty of this special place, we are seeking applicants for our 
second round of the Artists-in-Residence Program!  If you would like to spend time in solitude, living simply at the fringes 
of Wilderness in a Forest Service cabin, practicing your particular art, please consider applying.  More details on our website, 
under the ‘Projects & Programs’ tab.  Deadline for applications are April 30th.  Three artists will be chosen in 2016.

Coming Soon
late April—Two of our artists from last summer—Bianca Klein and Bernie Quetchenbach will be presenting their work and 
promoting the A-B Wilderness for the ABWF. Keep an eye out for details. 

Camp Cooks Needed!  

Camp Cooks Needed!  Last summer we successfully added ‘Camp Cook’ to our list of volunteer 
opportunities and had tastier meals as a result!  Camp Cook is a crucial position that makes the 
whole work project go much smoother!  If you are interested in volunteering and would rather 
cook and serve meals rather than swing a Pulaski, consider signing up as one of our camp 
cooks.  We have 4-5 opportunities this summer for you to serve up your backcountry culinary 
skills.  (Don’t worry, you’ll have help!)  See our website under ‘Projects and Programs’ and find 
a date that works.

ABWF Intern, KJ, working the 
Lake Abundance Trail

Kathy rocked it as camp cook!  

Save the Date
Pint Night at Red Lodge Ale’s-March 10

Pint Night at Katabatic Brewery in Livingston-April 7

Proceeds from beers sold benefit ABWF!

From the Director:

Sometimes I get asked what I do in the winter for the A-B Wilderness Foundation.  “Lots”, I say, be-
cause it IS a busy time of year though there may not be the trail projects happening as they do in sum-
mer.  There are grants to write and report on, fundraising and events to plan, and of course summer 
projects to nail down.  This issue of WilderNews is dedicated to winter—behind the scenes during the 
quietest time of year.  It’s a favorite season for me when animal tracks and ice sculptings ornament the 
landscape and the solitude attunes my senses more acutely onto what’s before me.  I love snowshoeing 
off-trail, over pillows of untouched snow, through aspen stands and along streams where snowshoes 
really show off their flotation abilities.  Get out and experience the wilderness in winter.  Wherever 
you live, there’s a portal to skiing or snowshoeing in your Forest or Wilderness.  Below are some venues 
we certainly recommend!

Lake Fork Trail (Red Lodge Area) From Red Lodge, drive south on Hwy 212, has a 3K  loop option.  More experienced ski-
ers may choose to ski up the road to the Lake Fork Trail into the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. The trail runs along Rock 
Creek. About 2 miles above the trailhead is Silver Falls seen from the trail, on your left.  Hardy skiers can ski to Lost Lake, 5 
miles in. This trail system has no snowmobile access, so it is very quiet! It is not for beginners.

Bear Creek Trail (Gardiner Area)From Gardiner travel towards Jardine. This route consists of the Bear Creek Road from 
the parking area on TVX Mine property to the Bear Creek Trailhead near the wilderness boundary. The entire length is 
groomed after the road is closed to cars, trucks and ATVs in early winter. Snowmobile riders are asked to avoid the set ski 
tracks. This trail is relatively easy for beginners and those looking for a flat workout with views of surrounding mountains.

Wicked Creek trail (Emigrant area) leaves opposite of the Snowbank trailhead and switches back along an old roadbed.  
This trail is closed to motorized traffic and is excellent for snowshoeing or cross-country skiing.  Passing through sec-
ond-growth forest, eventually the views open up and one can see Mount Cowan, Pyramid Peak, Crow Mountain and the 
Absaroka-Beartooth beyond.   The roadbed hits the ridge after about 6 miles and continues on around the summer ATV 
trail, so you could make this trip as long or short as you wish.    If snow conditions allow, adventurous souls can make turns 
down from the ridge through the old logging units, making the trip back to the car just a little bit faster!    

Winter 2015 Issue

Calling all Artists!
Wilderness has always inspired some of the most amazing art.  Some of the earliest and best advocates for Wilderness and 
Parks were artists like Thomas Moran or Ansel Adams who were called upon to paint, photograph, compose, and write about 
our wild lands in the largely unknown West.  Their work stirred public interest and prompted others to preserve these lands 
for posterity.
 In order to promote an even keener appreciation of the A-B, the ABWF is launching an Artist-in-Residence pro-
gram in 2015.  If you are an artist and would be excited for an opportunity to spend a rustic week in the A-B Wilderness 
working on your craft, consider applying for a spot.  We will host 2-3 artists this summer in Forest Service cabins across the 
A-B—at Meyers Creek (Beartooth District), Box Canyon (Yellowstone District), or the Cooke City cabin (Gardiner Dis-
trict).  Our goal is to house you in the Wilderness and allow you unencumbered time for thoughtful reflection and develop-
ment of your work.  With any luck, the solitude and beauty of the Wilderness will serve to inspire your musical compositions, 
prose, photographs or paintings.  Each artist will be expected to produce a piece of art that can be displayed or performed in 
public and donated to the ABWF. For more information, e-mail info@abwilderness.org.

P.O. Box 392
Red Lodge, MT 59068

Cell: 406-425-1944
www.abwilderness.org
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